
Derek Kerr
 A legendary CFO and airline executive 

I’m incredibly proud of everything we 
accomplished during my time at American, 
US Airways and America West. It has been a 
tremendous honor to work alongside so many 
wonderful people the past three decades, and I 
consider myself incredibly lucky for the countless 
memories and friends I have made along the way.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

•	 Served 20 years as CFO of America West, US Airways and American Airlines

•	 Played a key leadership role in the integration of America West and US Airways and later between American 
Airlines and US Airways

•	 Navigated the financial challenges created by the global pandemic

•	 Strengthened American’s financial position through significant debt reduction 

•	 Returned American to its first full-year profit since the pandemic with record revenue performance 

•	 Led the American Eagle operation, accounting for nearly half of American’s daily flights, with a strong focus 
on reliability 

“

“

1987  
Began career at 
Northrop Grumman

1991-1995  
Held various finance positions  
at Northwest Airlines

1996-2002  
Held senior finance 
positions at America West 

2002  
Became CFO of  
America West

2005 
Named SVP and CFO 
of US Airways

2009  
Promoted to EVP and CFO, 
with added responsibility for 
information technology

2013  
Named American Airlines 
CFO folllowing merger of 
American and US Airways

2013+ 
Helped spearhead integration 
with US Airways, strengthened 
American’s financial position 
through significant debt reduction 
and record financial performance

2020+ 
Played key role in navigating 
the unprecedented financial 
challenges created by the 
global pandemic

2022  
Named Vice Chair, 
CFO and President  
of American Eagle

DEREK’S CAREER JOURNEY

- DEREK KERR

Derek Kerr is one of the finest and most accomplished executives in the history of the 
airline business. I’m proud to call him a friend, and American is very well-positioned for 
the future because of his leadership. 

“ “
                                                                                                                                                                              – ROBERT ISOM 
                                                                                                                                                          AMERICAN AIRLINES CEO 


