
 

Trimble Empowers Gulf Region to Map the Oil Spill with New Mobile App

Free Application Allows the Public to Capture Oil Spill Impacts and Clean-up Efforts 

SUNNYVALE, Calif., June 30, 2010 /PRNewswire via COMTEX News Network/ -- Trimble (Nasdaq: TRMB) announced today the 
launch of Map the Spill, a mobile app and Website that empowers Gulf Coast residents and the public to report on the oil spill. 
Map the Spill allows those directly and indirectly impacted by the spill to capture and chronicle what they see happening to the 
land, sea and wildlife in their areas. Using rich media and Global Positioning System (GPS) technology, citizens can be part of a 
mass data collection process. The free app is currently available on Android and BlackBerry mobile phones and will be 
available soon on the iPhone. Scientists, government agencies and non-governmental agencies (NGOs) that are taking part in 
clean-up efforts can use the data and content created and shared by Map the Spill users to assist in their efforts.  

Focused on helping to capture the impacts and clean-up efforts of the largest oil disaster in U.S. history, Map the Spill allows 
users to log reports, upload photos, map their locations and share updates with other users. Mapthespill.org will serve as a 
content repository as well as a source for the latest news and tweets on the oil spill. 

"Map the Spill provides an opportunity for individuals who are being affected by the oil spill to get the word out on the real-time 
repercussions as well as the collective clean-up efforts," said Rich Rudow, general manager of Trimble Outdoors. "Map the 
Spill empowers citizens in a way never done before, so entire communities can be a part of the reporting and clean up. Now 
individuals in the Gulf Coast can have an opportunity to take part in the oil spill story as it unfolds." 

Map the Spill is collaborating with response teams and non-profit groups--such as the Alabama Coastal Foundation and Mobile 
Bay Keepers--to ensure the most helpful and relevant data is being collected by the public and volunteers.  

"This application will be an invaluable tool for citizens in coastal areas affected by the oil release. The geographic scope of the 
spill as well as the nature of the oil coming onshore makes tracking and identifying oil impacted areas a monumental task; 
having so many sets of eyes on the coast will be an incredible asset," said Bethany Kraft, executive director of the Alabama 
Coastal Foundation. "Our own volunteer field observers will be able to migrate their data collection capabilities online and the 
mapping feature will allow the Alabama Coastal Foundation and our partners to identify areas that are not being covered so 
that we can direct volunteers to those locations that need special attention." 

The app is designed for public use and serves as a repository for important scientific detail that will be utilized by a variety of 
organizations dealing with the spill. The app is designed to work in both land and sea areas even without cell coverage.  

How to Download 

Map the Spill runs on Android-compatible phones and is free for download in the Android Marketplace. The app also runs on 
16 BlackBerry devices and is free for download at MapTheSpill.org. It will be available soon in the BlackBerry App World and 
iTunes App Store for Apple iPhones. 

About Map the Spill 

Map the Spill is a mobile app and Website built by Trimble Outdoors to enable the public to record the impact of the oil spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico. Map the Spill allows the public to use their mobile phones to record field notes, take photos and video, and 
mark locations on a map. This mobile app is also designed to collect data even in land areas without cell coverage or while 
boating in the Gulf. All reports are shared with the public at mapthespill.org. The data can be freely used and exported by any 
person or organization, including response teams, government agencies, scientists, health officials, and environmental groups. 

Trimble Responds 

For over 30 years Trimble has provided charitable assistance to government agencies and communities around the world to 
enable them to respond to natural disasters and accidents. Trimble's support for response teams has included California's 
Oakland Hills Fires in 1991; the Space Shuttle Columbia disaster in 2003; the Asian Tsunami in 2004; Japan's Niigata Chuetsu 
Earthquake in 2004; Hurricane Katrina in 2005; Australia's Victoria Bush Fires in 2009; China's Sichuan Province Earthquake 
in 2008; and the Haiti and Chile Earthquakes in 2010. Map the Spill is the company's effort to empower Gulf Coast residents to 
use mobile phones to quickly report on the ongoing impacts of the Gulf oil spill. Reports are shared at mapthespill.org.  
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About Trimble 

Trimble applies technology to make field and mobile workers in businesses and government significantly more productive. 
Solutions are focused on applications requiring position or location--including surveying, construction, agriculture, fleet and 
asset management, public safety and mapping. In addition to utilizing positioning technologies, such as GPS, lasers and optics, 
Trimble solutions may include software content specific to the needs of the user. Wireless technologies are utilized to deliver 
the solution to the user and to ensure a tight coupling of the field and the back office. Founded in 1978, Trimble is 
headquartered in Sunnyvale, Calif. 

For more information, visit: www.trimble.com.  
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