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SAUDI ARABIA TO HOST ROYAL RUMBLE® IN 2026 
  
January 6, 2025 – WWE®, part of TKO Group Holdings (NYSE: TKO), in partnership with The 
General Entertainment Authority (GEA), on behalf of HE Turki Alalshikh, announced that the 39th 
annual Royal Rumble will be held in January 2026 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. This landmark event 
marks the first time the Royal Rumble will be hosted outside of North America. 
  
Royal Rumble is an annual WWE Premium Live Event that includes both a men’s and women’s 
match with the winners eliminating all opponents and securing a Championship opportunity at 
WrestleMania. 
  
In a statement, HE Turki Alalshikh said, “Saudi Arabia’s hosting of the Royal Rumble for the first 
time outside North America reflects the General Entertainment Authority’s ongoing commitment 
to bringing the world’s largest and most important entertainment events to the Kingdom. Through 
this partnership with WWE, we aim to enhance the entertainment sector and deliver a 
transformative experience that attracts a wide audience.” 
  
He added, “We are excited to see this historic event as part of Riyadh Season’s activities and 
look forward to providing an exceptional experience for wrestling fans from around the world, 
whom we welcome to all events hosted in Saudi Arabia.”  
  
“WWE is a global enterprise and it only made sense to expand our relationship with the Kingdom 
by bringing one of our biggest annual events to Riyadh in January of 2026,” said Nick Khan, WWE 
President. 
  
The announcement of Royal Rumble being held in Riyadh in 2026 marks a continued expansion 
to the successful partnership between WWE and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia which has already 
seen record-breaking events including Crown Jewel, Elimination Chamber, King & Queen of the 
Ring, Night of Champions, SmackDown and Monday Night RAW. 
  
About WWE 
WWE® is an integrated media organization and the recognized global leader in sports entertainment. The company consists of a 
portfolio of businesses that create and deliver original content 52 weeks a year to a global audience. WWE is committed to family-
friendly entertainment on its television programming, premium live events, digital media, and publishing platforms. WWE’s TV-PG 
programming can be seen in more than 1 billion households worldwide in more than 20 languages through world-class distribution 
partners including NBCUniversal, The CW, Sony India and Netflix. In the United States, NBCUniversal’s streaming service, 
Peacock, is the exclusive home to all premium live events, a variety of original programming and a massive video-on-demand 
library. Netflix is the exclusive home for WWE programming around the world, other than select international markets. WWE is part 
of TKO Group Holdings (NYSE: TKO). Additional information on WWE can be found at wwe.com and corporate.wwe.com. 
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